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The foregoing table should be read with the understanding
that the scale of living is rather low in a Burmese village, where
housing costs little more than the use of a dali (large Burmese
knife) for a few days, and other amenities of life are to be
had very cheaply. As against the average monthly wage of
Rs. 10 indicated by the foregoing table, it should be noted that
a junior clerk in Rangoon drew Rs. 40 a month.
The manner in which the world-wide depression of the
1930Js affected the agricultural laborer in Burma is well de-
scribed by U Tin Gyi in his Settlement Report on Hanlhawaddy
District (1931-33).
The most noteworthy feature of the agricultural system in the
Settlement Area is that no laborer performs all the operations him-
self. Ploughing, plucking seedlings, transplanting, reaping and
threshing are all separate divisions of function for which the cul-
tivator tries to obtain the cheapest labor available in the village.
Thus we have a class of laborer whose sole income is derived from
work performed either by himself or the members of his family.
The father may be engaged for three or four months as a plough-
man, to be followed later by work in plucking seedlings from a
nursery, while the mothers and daughters would earn something
by taking part in the transplanting operations. The younger sons if
still tinable to do hard work will enter the service of some cultivator
as herdsmen. During-the harvest season, all are employed in reap-
ing1 the fields unless the men find employment as harvest hands
(elsewhere). The able and healthy laborer will usually earn during
the year 75 to 85 baskets of paddy .... while the women mem-
bers of the household will perhaps earn another 50 to 60 baskets,
The present rate of wages paid for in paddy for the different
operations are much the same as the corresponding wages at the
time of the last Settlement but with paddy prices ranging from
Rs.150/- to Rs.200/- per 100 baskets, the laborer class had no
difficulty in making ends meet. Now that the monetary value of
paddy has depreciated by more than 50 percent, this class of people
has suffered most and are at present living from hand to mouth.
Cash wages have also been reduced by 25 to 30 percent since the
depression.
Making all possible allowance for the cheapness of living
in the tropical Burmese climate, it is still evident that Btirmese
agricultural labor is employed only part of the year and that at